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Submit an Event 
 If you’d like to submit an “Event Around Town,” please 
e-mail your event to events@bridgewater.town no later 
than the 15th of the month. 
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Events Around Town 

Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
Tuesdays at Maple Terrace, Bridgewater Retirement 
Community.  
 

T.O.P.S. - Bridgewater Presbyterian Church - 
Tuesdays  6:15-7:30 PM.  For info, call Vickie Bland at 
568-6539.   
 

November 1 - Congressman Goodlatte – Open Door 
Meeting - 11:30 AM  (First Tuesday of every month.)      
A representative will appear at the Bridgewater 
Community Center.  For more info, call 885-3861. 
 

November 5 - Boy Scouts Food Drive.  Our local 
Scouts will deliver empty bags on Saturday, Nov. 5, and 
then collect the filled bag the following Saturday, Nov. 12.   
For more info, please call 828-2849. 
 

November 7 - Bridgewater Ruritan Club - 6:30 PM                
Meeting at Bridgewater United Methodist Church. 
 

November 8 - The Greater Ashby Business Council 
Monthly Meeting -  12 Noon; Bridgewater Fire Hall.  For 
more info contact Larry Elkins at (540) 641-2668 
 

November 12  - Alternative Christmas Fair —
Bridgewater Church of the Brethren, 420 College View 
Drive from  9 AM  - 1 PM.  For more information visit 
www.bwcob.org or call 828-1607 or 828-5766. 
 

Nov. 12 - Bridgewater Historical Museum - will honor 
our Veterans by serving coffee/donuts at 10:00 AM.  
Uniforms and memorabilia from our local Veterans will 
also be displayed through November.  Call  237-4017  or 
visit or  www.bridgewatervahistmuseum.org for info. 
 

November 12 - “Science Night Saturday” McKinney 
Center, Bridgewater College. Free. Science activities & 
exhibits for children 4-12 from 4-6 pm. Astronomy 
Demonstration “Size and Scale of the Solar System” from 
6-8 pm. Contact doneil@bridgewater.edu or 828-5720. 

November 12 -  Vertical Connections Clothes Bank  -  

1-4 PM will be at the Spring Creek Hall on Thomas Spring 
Road.  All clothes are FREE and everyone is welcome.  For 
more info, call (540)-560-9291. 
 

November 14  - Bridgewater Family & Community 
Educators - 7:30 PM  Bridgewater Community Center. For 
info, call Betsy Glendye at 820-6971. (Second Monday of 
every month.) 
 

November 15 - Parkinson’s Support Group - 2-3 PM 
(Third Tuesday of every month).  Bridgewater Retirement 
Community, 210 Virginia Avenue, Houff Community Center, 
Smith Room. 
 

November 16 - V.F.W. Post 8644 - 7:30 PM Meeting at the 
Post home on Dry River Road. (Third Wed. of every month.) 
Contact cdrpost8644@va.vswwebmail.com for more info.   
 

November 18  & 19 - Bridgewater Retirement Community 
Yard Sale.  200 Virginia Avenue (Old Emergency Squad 
Building).  Furniture, clothing, household & yard goods, bake 
sale, and Christmas decor.  Friday Noon -5 PM; Sat. 8-Noon. 
 

November 28 – The Greater Ashby Business Council 
Meet and Greet - Arey Assembly Hall - 5-7 pm.  The public 
is invited along with the town leadership from Bridgewater, 
Dayton and Mt. Crawford.  Refreshments will be served. 
 

December 10 - Bridgewater Foods Christmas Parade      

9 - 11 AM.  (See more information on page 3.) 
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Bridgewater Launches New Website... 
 On October 1st, the Town of Bridgewater launched 
our newly-redesigned website.  Along with a fresh new 
look, we are pleased to offer several new features 
including: 

 Report a problem; 

 A comprehensive calendar of events; and  

 Online bill payments (see article below). 

 In the coming weeks and months, we plan to update 
our existing pages and add new features, including 
online reservations for park shelters.   

...and Online Billing   
 We are pleased to announce our Treasurer’s Office 
can now e-mail you your utility bill, and you can pay 
your bill on-line!  To have your bill sent electronically simply e-mail utilities@bridgewater.town with your request.  
Include your name, account number, preferred e-mail address and whether or not you would like to continue 
receiving a postcard bill as well as the electronic copy.  
 

 To pay your utility bill on-line, you simply need to go to the Town website, bridgewater.town, select on-line 
bill payment, and create an account.  The process is quick and simple, but you’ll need your name as it appears on 
the bill and the account number.    There is a small fee added to your total bill to use this service.  We hope these 
new services add a level of convenience to our often hectic schedules! 

 

Bridgewater Wins VML Awards for Generations Park 

 The Town of Bridgewater was recognized 
with the 2016 Economic Development Award 
by the Virginia Municipal League (VML) for 
Generations Park.  We also earned the VML 
President’s Award for best overall project 
among each of the five categories up for award 
this year.  The awards were presented at the 
VML Conference in Virginia Beach in October.  
 A lot of hard work went into planning, 
constructing, and operating Generations Park.  
To all who have played a role in making 
Generation Park a success, we share this award 
with you.  And to our citizens, we hope 
Generations Park will continue to meet your 
expectations as we head into 2017.      
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Flood Protection Information 
The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requires us to keep 
citizens educated on flood protection issues annually. The following 
information will help explain many of the issues pertaining to flooding in 
Bridgewater and ways to 
minimize the damage 
and loss.  For more 
information, please 
contact the Zoning 
Department at 908-
3397.   
 

Know your Flood 
Hazard: 

High water often 
comes with little 
warning and can be 
very expensive. In 
October, Hurricane 
Matthew dumped 
more than a foot of 
rain 100 miles inland in the state of North Carolina.  The 
flooding in North Carolina alone has caused 26 deaths and 
an estimated $1.5 billion in damages. This figure does not 
include economic losses to businesses.  Dry River, North 
River, and Cooks Creek all contribute to flooding in 
Bridgewater. During heavy storms or soon after, floodwaters 
can overflow their banks and cover streets and yards causing 
damage to cars, garages, basements and lower floors.  Any 
property can experience flooding but those within the 
floodplain are at greater risk. 
 

Flood Insurance: 

Citizens living in the floodplain are encouraged to get a 
flood insurance policy - it will help pay for repairs after a 
flood.  Because Bridgewater participates in the National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), citizens can purchase 
separate flood insurance that is backed by the federal 
government.  The Town’s Zoning Department can provide 
specific Flood Insurance Rate Map information such as 
flood zone designations, base flood elevations, map and 
panel numbers, or visit www.floodsmart.gov, the official 
website of NFIP 
 

Protect your Family: 

• Don’t walk or drive through a flooded area. Just six inches 
of moving water can cause you to lose your balance. Two 
feet of water has been known to lift and move a car. 

• Keep away from downed power lines and any other 
electrical wires. 

• Elevate and anchor utilities, i.e., furnaces, air conditioning 
units or propane tanks. 
 

Protect your Property: 

If you know your property is prone to flooding, you can take 
steps to protect your home from damage. These measures 
are called flood-proofing or retrofitting.  One way to control 
flooding is by regrading your lot to create a small flood wall 

or earthen berm. (This works for larger lots when potential 
flooding is not too deep, and if the property is not in the 
flood way.)  Another approach is to waterproof your walls 
and place watertight closures over the doorways. (Not 
recommended for homes with basements or if potential 

flood water is more than two feet.) 
 

Build Responsibly: 

The Town’s major thrust has been to reduce 
residential development in flood-prone areas 
along its water ways. Six of our twelve parks have 
been developed along North River or Cooks 
Creek. This has changed residential land that is 
vulnerable to flooding into spacious and attractive 
park land that, while easily flooded, is 
comparatively simple and inexpensive to repair.  
The Town also has special zoning requirements 
that help manage private construction in these 
areas.  If you are considering construction along 
either of these waterways, please contact the 

Zoning Department.   
 

Protecting Natural Floodplains: 

A floodplain provides a valuable buffer between waterways 
and residential development. They provide natural flood and 
erosion control. Grassy areas and trees absorb rainwater, 
allowing groundwater and aquifers to be replenished and at 
the same time filter nutrients and impurities before they 
reach main waterways. Maintaining attractive but natural 
landscapes along waterways allow for a variety of plant and 
wildlife. This helps maintain a healthy ecosystem. Further, 
the aesthetic and social value of well-maintained areas along 
North River or Cooks Creek cannot be overlooked. 

Celebration of Restaurants 

Three of our Town restaurants will be featuring special 
menu items.   

 
 

 

 

 

For more information, visit 
bridgewater.town, our Facebook page,  

or call B-Connected at 908-4212. 

November 7-13 
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Y: Jay’s* Column About Policy 

Riverwalk Update 
 In September, Jay wrote to you about our Riverwalk 
concept.  Over the past two months, we’ve made a lot 
of progress, so here is where we stand right now.   

 We’ve spoken with VDOT, and they approve of our 
plans to bring the Riverwalk path under the Main Street 
bridge.  Since Riverwalk is in a flood plain, we are 
required to notify FEMA about our construction plans.  
We reached out to FEMA, and they have approved our 
plans.  We are required to use permeable pavers instead 
of asphalt, but we see this as a positive both 
aesthetically and for stormwater runoff purposes.     

 On October 11, we held a public information 
meeting on the Riverwalk Project.  We shared our 
vision for the path, and received very positive feedback 
on our project.  On that same evening, Town Council 
adopted a resolution authorizing the Town to apply for 
a Transportation Alternatives grant.  By the time you 
read this, our Transportation Alternatives grant 

application will have been submitted to VDOT.  Our 
project budget is $237,111.22 – we are seeking 75% 
funding for Riverwalk through the grant.  We expect to 
hear a final result from our application in April.  If our 
grant is not successful, we will seek other funding 
options.     

 Phase I of Riverwalk will start on East Riverside 
Drive, at Edgebriar Park, continuing under the Main 
Street bridge to Seven Bridges Park.  From there, 
Riverwalk will continue along West Riverside Drive to 
the bird sanctuary.  We have reached an agreement with 
the property owners between the bird sanctuary and 
Bridgeview Park for an easement across their property.  
This will continue Riverwalk to Bridgeview Park.  We 
are very appreciative of the property owners’ consent, 
and this extension of Riverwalk Phase I will strengthen 
our application with VDOT.   

 Again, we will keep you posted on our progress.  
We are very excited about Riverwalk and believe it will 
be a transformative project for our community. 

 

*Written by Alex Wilmer, Town Paralegal   

Ice Skating Begins Nov. 24 
 

 Ice skating season is 
quickly approaching.  
Generations Park will 
reopen on Thanksgiving 
day (weather permitting).  
Generations Park Ice 
Academy will be offering 
Ice Skating lessons at the 
rink on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and 
Saturdays.  Please email 
Terri McIntyre for 
information about lessons: 555tmc@gmail.com   
 

Hours                                         Rates:  

Monday 5:00 pm-9:00 pm $4.00  

Tuesday 3:00 pm-9:00 pm       

Wednesday 5:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Thursday 3:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Friday 3:00 pm-10:00 pm $5.00 

Saturday 12:00 pm-10:00 pm 

Sunday 12:00 pm-9:00 pm 

Skate rental is $2.00 for non-residents 

Skating & skate rental FREE for Town residents 

Our new phone number is 908-3799 

“We are very excited about Riverwalk and believe 

it will be a transformative one for our community.” 

http://www.floodsmart.gov
mailto:555tmc@gmail.com
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Bridgewater Rotary Club - Dinner/meeting 6:00 PM 
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Bridgewater Launches New Website... 
 On October 1st, the Town of Bridgewater launched 
our newly-redesigned website.  Along with a fresh new 
look, we are pleased to offer several new features 
including: 

 Report a problem; 

 A comprehensive calendar of events; and  

 Online bill payments (see article below). 

 In the coming weeks and months, we plan to update 
our existing pages and add new features, including 
online reservations for park shelters.   

...and Online Billing   
 We are pleased to announce our Treasurer’s Office 
can now e-mail you your utility bill, and you can pay 
your bill on-line!  To have your bill sent electronically simply e-mail utilities@bridgewater.town with your request.  
Include your name, account number, preferred e-mail address and whether or not you would like to continue 
receiving a postcard bill as well as the electronic copy.  
 

 To pay your utility bill on-line, you simply need to go to the Town website, bridgewater.town, select on-line 
bill payment, and create an account.  The process is quick and simple, but you’ll need your name as it appears on 
the bill and the account number.    There is a small fee added to your total bill to use this service.  We hope these 
new services add a level of convenience to our often hectic schedules! 

 

Bridgewater Wins VML Awards for Generations Park 

 The Town of Bridgewater was recognized 
with the 2016 Economic Development Award 
by the Virginia Municipal League (VML) for 
Generations Park.  We also earned the VML 
President’s Award for best overall project 
among each of the five categories up for award 
this year.  The awards were presented at the 
VML Conference in Virginia Beach in October.  
 A lot of hard work went into planning, 
constructing, and operating Generations Park.  
To all who have played a role in making 
Generation Park a success, we share this award 
with you.  And to our citizens, we hope 
Generations Park will continue to meet your 
expectations as we head into 2017.      


